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GREENWOOD COLLEGE — HEPBURN AVENUE ROAD CROSSING 
Grievance 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.25 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for 
Transport and I thank the minister for taking this grievance. It is a matter of great concern to the parents and 
citizens association and the administration of Greenwood College, as it is to do with students from their school. 
As we would expect, Greenwood College is in Greenwood, but the Department of Education boundaries for the 
school include Kingsley, and between Kingsley and Greenwood is a major road called Hepburn Avenue. Even 
though it is a local government road, it is a major road. I am bringing this grievance to the minister because it 
relates to the state’s decisions on school boundaries and students crossing this major road. The issue is that 
students are expected to cross this major road to get to Greenwood College. The concern has been expressed to 
me by the school and by the P&C association that it is quite dangerous for students to cross this major road. 
I commend the City of Joondalup because it has very nice coordinated pathways that meet at a point on 
Hepburn Avenue, which people must then cross to get into Greenwood. There is also a manned crosswalk at this 
location, so a lot has already been done. It is not that work has not been done, but I think it is time to take it to 
the next level because of the safety issues for both pedestrians and the drivers of vehicles on this road, of which 
there are many not only at peak periods, but also generally. 

Hepburn Avenue is a major road. Originally, it did not stretch as far as it does now. It goes from the west coast, 
right through my electorate and well into other electorates. It takes all sorts of vehicles—not only cars, but also 
many trucks and trade vehicles. It is a dual-lane road with a speed limit of 70 kilometres an hour. Let me assure 
members that drivers on Hepburn Avenue accrue as many speed fines as drivers in other areas in the 
metropolitan area accrue. I am not sure whether the Minister for Transport’s office would be aware of that. 
People travel 70 kilometres an hour on Hepburn Avenue and it is a very busy road. It is also a very wide road 
with a large median strip in the middle and bushes and trees on either side that act as noise barriers for the 
residents of Greenwood and Kingsley, but the median strip reduces drivers’ visibility as they approach the 
crosswalk. 
The concern that the school and I have, and probably other people as well, is that there are no signs or lights to 
warn drivers that they are approaching a manned crosswalk. I applaud crosswalk attendants for doing what they 
do because they have to walk onto a dual-lane road with vehicles travelling at 70 kilometres an hour. Sure, they 
try to pick a gap in the traffic to do that, but it is a risk to the crosswalk attendant and we hope that drivers are 
keeping an eye on what is coming up ahead. There are no lights to warn drivers that this manned crosswalk is 
coming up and that they may be forced to stop. We believe that this situation is becoming quite dangerous and 
that something needs to be done about it. 

Some members are probably thinking that we should just put up an LED school speed sign, but it is not that sort 
of place. It is not at the school; it is leading to a school. The school is a couple of kilometres away when going 
the long way around by road, whereas the short way to it is by foot. We cannot simply put LED signs there, and 
my understanding is that we cannot slow down the speed on a 70-kilometre-an-hour road. I am not looking for 
that sort of sign. I understand that in other places we have amber flashing lights, which I am informed are called 
wigwag lights. I suppose the request that they brought to me is: can those lights also be installed on 
Hepburn Avenue or does the minister have some other considered options that may be worth looking at? 
Hepburn Avenue is a local government road, but I believe that the state has a responsibility in this matter 
because the school boundaries dictate that these students need to cross Hepburn Avenue to get to their school 
and to get back home, which is why this road is not just a local government issue and it comes back on the state 
government. The state government has a responsibility to address this matter fairly quickly because of the 
volume and speed of the traffic, the design of the road and the number of people who use it. I have previously 
taken the minister up on another matter about Hepburn Avenue, so I think he has a fair idea of the road that I am 
talking about. 
The request from the parents and citizens association, the administration of Greenwood College and the parents 
of the students involved is that some consideration be given to the installation of wigwag lights at this crossing 
on Hepburn Avenue so that the environment in which the students can cross is safer, the crosswalk attendant has 
more protection and drivers in their vehicles are assisted in their travel along Hepburn Avenue. I thank the 
minister for taking this grievance and I look forward to his response. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.31 am]: I thank the member for the 
grievance. Hepburn Avenue is a high standard, four-lane, dual carriageway road under the care and maintenance 
of the City of Joondalup. The road has two lanes in each direction separated by a wide median island and, as the 
member mentioned, the road has a 70-kilometre-an-hour speed limit. A number of students who live north of 
Hepburn Avenue are required to cross the road each day—that is well understood—at the intersection with 
Karuah Way between West Greenwood Primary School and Greenwood College located south of 
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Hepburn Avenue. In order to enhance safety standards, a guard-controlled children’s crossing has been 
established at this location, and I understand that in acknowledgement of the layout of this site, two guards have 
been provided to operate the crossing. As the member may be aware, guard-controlled children’s crossings are 
considered to be one of the highest levels of protection for students, particularly those of primary school age, due 
to the involvement of adult supervision in crossing the road, in safety and in controlling the traffic. Given that 
Hepburn Avenue is a local government road, responsibility for the investigation of the need for an improved 
road or pedestrian facilities is initially the responsibility of council. In this case, the City of Joondalup would 
need to investigate and fund any improvements. A likely option for improving the safety of this crossing point 
would be the installation of flashing wigwag lights, which the member just mentioned, on the approaches to that 
crossing. These lights operate during the morning and afternoon period when the guard crossing is manned and 
provide a visual warning to oncoming traffic that drivers should exercise caution. 

As many members would be aware, the road environment of Hepburn Avenue without any adjoining frontage 
development and a wide, straight expanse of road could result in someone not being aware that they are 
approaching a children’s crossing. In these circumstances, wigwag lights would be beneficial. Typically, the cost 
of installing a wigwag light at a guard-controlled crossing is in the order of $50 000. On local government roads 
this cost is the responsibility of council, often with a contribution from the schools being served. The ongoing 
maintenance and running cost of the facility is around $6 000 per annum and is carried out by the state through 
Main Roads Western Australia. 
It is acknowledged that the member for Kingsley has been working closely for some time with the local student 
communities and concerned parents regarding safety at this location. I understand that the member has also 
approached the City of Joondalup on their behalf and that the council is in the process of undertaking a review of 
pedestrian volumes and site conditions. Depending on the outcome of the council’s investigation, should wigwag 
lights be considered appropriate, and in view of the specific site conditions at this location, the state would be 
prepared to assist council with a 50 per cent contribution in the initial installation costs as well as the ongoing 
running and maintenance costs. I look forward to receiving advice from the council and I am confident that we 
can work together to achieve improved safety standards at this location. 
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